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Church  
Records

Phone Number 
Changes:
Sandy Geiwitz 
724-718-5523

Darlee Jackson 
724-347-5127

The Parish Office 
Will Be Closed:
Monday, September 3: 
in observance of Labor Day.
We will resume regular 
office hours beginning 
Tuesday, September 4. 
Monday-Friday: 
8:30am-Noon 
(closed for lunch) 
and 1:00-4:30pm

Thanks to our summer 
lay weeder, Rich Billioni, for 
keeping the hedges trimmed 
during the hot summer months 
along with mowing the lawn.

Deaths:
Margaret Ulan 
August 26, 2018
Joseph Brashen 
August 13, 2018
“Rest eternal grant unto  
them, O Lord”
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This summer has been a busy one. I 
spent two weeks representing you and our 
diocese at the Episcopal Church’s General 
Convention in Austin in July, then chaperoned 
a youth pilgrimage to the Holy Land in July 
and August. I’ve shared information about 

those trips in other places, but I want to reiterate here how many good 
things are happening across our church. God continues to be at work.  
In the Holy Land, I had the privilege of being with the next generation 
of Christians from our area as they experienced the places where the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us two thousand years ago. Our 
interactions with Palestinian Christians in Episcopal Churches in 
Ramallah, Nazareth, and Jerusalem were particularly moving.  

Closer to home, I want to thank those that helped with Vacation Bible 
School. Once again we worked with our neighbors at First Methodist 
Church. Thanks, too, to Laura Peretic, Tracy Schliep, and the Divine 
Kettle Corn crew that served 500 bags to attendees of the Meszaros 
FundFest. We were able to purchase a new stirrer that allows us to pop 
more corn without intense hand-stirring. Dick Steingrabe was named our 
new Kettlemeister for all his help.

Special thanks go to the family of Mary Polonus, for their memorial 
gift of new landscaping around the church in her honor. At the end of 
this month, Cottage Gardens has removed hedges, planted new beds, and 
prepared a much more attractive look for the outside of church. When 
everything comes up next spring and summer, it should be beautiful!

With many of you, I am looking forward to the choir beginning to sing 
again this month, as well as Sunday school starting. 

Peace, Adam

St. John’s Person  
of the Month
Congratulations to 
Patricia Gross, our  
St. John’s July/August 
Person of the Month

Congratulations to Mrs. Patricia 
Gross, our St. John’s Parishioner 
of the Month.  She has supported 
St. John’s Episcopal Church for 
decades, often behind the scenes, 
doing whatever had to be done 
in the best manner possible.  Not afraid of 
numbers, her volunteerism included being a 
Weekly Counter and even performed Data 
Entry for our ECS program. Living into her 
organizational and outreach gifts, we recall 
her leading Sunday Adult Book and Bible 
Studies, Good Friday Stations of The Cross, 
and Chairing the Altar Guild for many years.  
St. John’s would not be the same without her never ending support. 

We all wish you a very Happy 90th Birthday, too!

Updating Our Data Base
As changes occur in our lives we know it’s easy to forget to let 
the office know of any changes you have in your address/phone 
number(s) or email addresses. It is important that we have that 
information so we can contact you if/when the need arises. Please 
notify the office as soon as possible by calling or emailing us your 
changes. Many thanks, Tina
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ECW News:
Plans are under way for WinterFest once again. It will be Saturday, 

December 1st,  times will be set at a later date. We will start baking sometime 
in October, dates will be in the weekly bulletin. Volunteers are greatly 
appreciated. We would love to hear from you ladies, do you have a recipe you 
would like to share, or come on a baking day and we can bake them together, 
let us know. Also we will be having our Candy table, Vintage Christmas table, 
and White Elephant table so if you have some Christmas items you no longer 
use, or something for our White Elephant table hold on to them till we are in 
a position to collect them. We will have the kitchen open that day, so we will 
be looking for pots of soup. And we always need help with all of the above, 
so plan on spending a day or three with us. We do have fun, and it is nice to 
spend time together and make new friendships. 

Safeguarding God’s Children  
& People Training
Training will be held at St. John’s on Saturday, September 22 from  
9:00am-2:00pm in the dining room on the 4th floor.  

Who has to take the Safeguarding trainings?  Vestry members, church 
employees, Sunday school and VBS teachers, anyone working with the youth 
in the church, including Saturday lunches. If you have never taken the class 
and would like to, you are welcome to participate.

If you plan to attend, please contact the church office. This class will be taught 
by Donna Gwyer and Madge Tamber. Lunch will be available for $4.00 or you 
can bring your own.

FYI...for anyone that has taken the class in person or online, remember that it 
is only good for three years. If you are uncertain if your certificate is current, 
contact Tina in the office as she has copies of all current certificates.

KETTLE KORN POPPING EARNS  
ST. JOHN’S GRANT FROM THE 

MESZAROS FAMILY FOUNDATION

8500: the number of cups of popped kettle corn bagged and shared with 
the guests of the Meszaros Fund Feast. That’s a lot of popcorn! How was 
that possible? 

• Hard working volunteers who gave of their time and taste buds. 
(The taste buds are key to quality control.)

• Kettle Meister Dick 
Steingrabe and his lovely 
assistant Linda

• A new automatic electric 
stirrer for our kettle. No 
more back breaking, arm 
wrecking, oar stirring 
required.

1500: the number of dollars 
St. John’s was granted by the 
Meszaros Family Foundation, 
which covers all expenses 
(including the electric stirrer).

October 14th Putt-Putt 
November 11 Iron Mills
November 23/24? Light Up Night/Kettle 

Korn–Youth to assist
December 15th Christmas Kettle Korn 

- Youth to assist
December 16th Christmas Caroling 
January 13th Ice Skating

February 2nd/3rd Super Bowl–Sub Sale
February 10th Extreme Air
March 5th Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Dinner–Youth 
to assist

March 17th Bowling
April 14th Roller Skating
May 19th Golf Outing

2018-2019 YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
All youth outings will be directly following the 10 o’clock services – except for the 
Light Up Night and possibly Christmas Caroling.

October 2018 NEWSLETTER  
Please have articles for the October newsletter submitted to the office by Monday, 
September 18. Please e-mail all articles/events to the church or please type/print and 
deliver to the parish office in person. E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
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From Our Music 
Director, Ron Gracilla

I cleaned and shined up the kitchen after a 
lovely savory Sunday roast Walnut Hill Farm 
Chicken Dinner prepared by my wonderful 
husband Tony. The last laundry load was tumbling 

away and the dishwasher humming its cleansing murmur. All was well. 
Tony had long gone to sleep for his early rise to work, but I was still 
frittering about, thinking on this message and reflecting on the concerning 
medical event at the 8 AM service (that ended well thanks to our best 
responders), marveling at the Penn-Ohio Singers’ soulful, acapella vocal 
presence at the 10 AM service, (and secretly scheming on how to add them 
to the choir) and preparing for a new work week. This composed of ridding 
up this and that, programming the Ninja coffee maker, polishing the ever 
not shining stainless steel sink, and furrowing my brows at various projects 
crying for completion. But of course our dog Buster, after following my 
every task, finally signaled to me in his own silent, meaningful glance, that 
it was time to visit the outside for one last evening stroll. So we ventured 
into the darkness together, he on his trusty leash, me in my unfashionable 
“socks in sandals”.

 A surprisingly wet aired warmth and sound enveloped me as we 
traversed into the darkness; Buster immediately padded away into his 
essential sniffing review of the porch, drive and lawn and I adjusted to 
walking into the balmy surroundings and allowed my own middle-aged 
eyes to adjust to the sudden lack of kitchen brightness. As I eventually 
stood in the center of the driveway looking East, wondering if any moon 
might still glow, I became slowly aware of the a delicate, yet complex 
acoustic symphony of thousands of late August singing crickets and various 
farm critters. It would be Labor Day next Monday after all and one would 
be hard pressed to argue for too much more of Summer at this point.

Yet, as I stood in stillness, observing some moonlight helpfully peaking 
around night clouds, the chorus of late Summer enveloped my whole 

Dear Friends,

I want to invite you and your children to join us for Sunday School here at  
St. John’s. Sunday School will begin on September 16 and runs from at  
9:00-9:45am so that our young people have time to attend either our 8:00am or 
10:00am worship service. We welcome all children from age 3 through 9th grade to 
Sunday School. Classes will be held in the classrooms on the 4th floor. Registration 
forms can be found in the Narthex, Parish House Hallway and on the table by the 
Allen hall doors. Completed forms can be left in the office, given to Laura Peretic or 
returned on the 16th. Children can register at any time, and can come when they 
are able. During the Sunday School time, parents can participate in an adult class, 
or they can have a cup of coffee in our lounge. A class for high school students in 
preparation for confirmation occurs during the week. For more information on that 
class, contact the church office directly.  

I hope you will consider bringing your children to join us for Sunday School. It would 
be an honor to teach them about Jesus and his love for us. If you have questions, 
please call the office. Otherwise, we look forward to seeing you on Sunday!

HERE IS THIS SCHOOL YEAR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE:

September 16th First Day of Sunday School

October 28th Harvest Party

November 25th No Sunday School

December 30th No Sunday School

March 5th Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner

April 14th Palm Sunday 

April 21st Easter – No Sunday School 
Easter Egg Hunt 9:00

May 12th Mother’s Day – No Sunday School

May 19th Youth Sunday 
Last day of Sunday School

Peace, Father Adam T. Trambley
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being. It was at first a full on drone, a kind of pulling out all the insect 
pipe organ stops all at once. But as I lingered, I heard soloists-each little 
being with their own unique rhythm and melody pattern. It was a different 
kind of natural song. The urgency of Spring was gone, now replaced with 
a kind of chanting assurance that all which could be done was in fact 
accomplished. Surrounded in this impossibly complex yet equally soothing 
chorale I finally recognized that the whole year revealed an even more 
grand symphony. Autumn brings an ending, Winter brings a cold and 
quiet, Spring brings a crazy growth of life and birdsong, and then we start 
over again... 

You see, choir rehearsal starts next week and we sort of reset for the 
remainder of Pentecost and prepare for Advent and Christmas. I often 
consider myself a kind of musical church mouse, gathering new anthems 
and various organ material seeds for the new Fall season and urgently 
prepare for the Winter Christmas season. Then, just when you don’t quite 
feel ready, Lent arrives, Holy Week and Easter comes and we slide into 
a new Spring. It happens so fast these days, but I want draw you back to 
God’s nature. Because even as we traverse the church year, God brings us 
a composition wedded to the seasons of weather and the ebb and fall of all 
creatures. 

Usually, Autumn brings a sense of ending in the animus, but I am 
thrilled to maybe break that mold. This year, we begin a bold, experimental 
project of the Musical Scholars of St. John’s. We are hiring and training a 
new generation of choir singers for a fresh season of symphonic praise and 
worship. I am asking each and every one of you, in a manner that you can, 
to greet and support these high schoolers and their families as they learn 
the seasons and meaning of our collective annual song. Indeed, as our 
classic choir grows into a never before heard of compilation of worship and 
praise, I hope you enjoy our newest adventure around the seasons of praise. 
It seems to me, we’ve never been more in need.

You know, I was recently told that given the deep challenges to our 
nation and our core religions, that everything was coming to a kind of 
end. But after listening to the confident cricket choir of late Summer - I 
will absolutely stand in opposition to that analysis. I think we are only now 
awakening to something new, something better, something wonderful. 

It won’t be easy by any measure. And yet, I think that as we endeavour 
to continue, against all odds, to worship God, Care for People, Grow as 
Christians and Love everyone and each other in The Word, The Song, The 
Music, and the mystery in all its forms while supporting Right Actions...
we will realize the stunning miracle of our own cycle of life here, right now, 
wherever we are. Let’s step out into that wondrous annual miracle together.

Be at peace for each other,
Sing like only the angles can hear you,
And love, just love one another.

Ron Gracilla

Buhl Memorial Service 
Oakwood Cemetery 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 @ 9:00 A.M.

A Memorial Service honoring Frank Henry and Julia Forker 
Buhl will be an official part of the Buhl Day ceremonies.  

The service will be conducted by Fr. Trambley in the Chapel 
at Oakwood Cemetery where the Buhls are buried.

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY KITCHEN SERVING 
THE FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH:

NEXT COOKING DAY: Thursday, September 13 • 2:00-5:00pm 
SERVING DAY: Saturday, September 15 

WRAP SILVERWARE &  
FINAL FOOD PREPARATION: 9:00-10:00am 

SERVING/CLEAN-UP: 11:00am-1:30pm

Many hands make light work and more fun. Come join us. 
Any questions call Madge Tamber 724-662-4367
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3:30pm ~ Girl Scouts - D.R.


